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Joy Lawson Davis, Ed.D.
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Lafayette, LA 70507
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University of Louisiana, Lafayette
College of Education, Dept of Curriculum & Instruction
(337) 482-2073-0
jdavis@Iouisiana.edu
joyld179@aol.com

2008 Educational Doctorate, The College of William & Mary, (Major: Educational Policy,
Planning and Leadership/Program; Emphasis - Gifted Education).

1992  Master of Arts in Education, The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA.
(Major: Gifted Education)

1975 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond VA
(Major: Art Education)

University Teaching Experience

Fall 2009-present

Spring 2009

Spring 2008

Fall 2004- 2007

Assistant Professor: University of Louisiana at L afayette

EDCI 427 Teaching in a Diverse Society (Fall & Spring)

SPED 510 Curriculum & Instruction for the Gifted (Graduate level-Spring only)
Adjunct Instructor: VA Union University, Richmond, VA -

EDU 220 Foundations of Education

Adjunct Instructor: The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA -
CRN GB84 Practicum in Gifted Education

Adjunct Instructor: Shenandoah University, Shenandoah,VA. In partnership
with Hampton City Schools, VA.

Gifted Education - Graduate level - Four courses required for State Add-On
Endorsement in Gifted Education: Nature & Needs of the Gifted; Social-Emotional
Issues and Gifted Learners; Instructional Strategies for Gifted Learners; and Curriculum
& Instruction for the Gifted

Grants

2010 Principal Investigator: Teacher Preparation Student Support Services (SSS) TRIO Grant-
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Award~ $1.1 million for five years — U.S. Dept. of
Education


mailto:jdavis@louisiana.edu
mailto:joyld179@aol.com

2010 Awarded Summer Research Grant, University of Louisiana, Lafayette: Extending a hand
of hope: An examination of in-service teacher perceptions and preparations to develop
cognitive strengths of children in high poverty schools.

Grants Review Work

August 2002 Reviewer for the US Department of Education - Transition to Teaching, School
Improvement Program Grant Competition, TRIO grants.

August 2000 Reviewer for US Department of Education- Javits Programs

1993-1997 Reviewer for U.S. Department of Education Grants Programs- Eisenhower,

Javits, and National Diffusion Network grants

Advisory Board & Publication Review Experience

January 2011-present Advisory Board Member, Gifted Child Today, peer reviewed journal
August 2009-present Reviewer, Urban Education Journal

Current Committee and VVolunteer Work

2011 Member, Student Support Services Advisory Committee, University of Louisiana,
Lafayette

2010-present  Member, QSN Search Committee for Provost, University of Louisiana, Lafayette

2010 Chair, Value Added Course Update/Revision Committee, Middle school Science-

Dept of Curriculum & Instruction, College of Education- University of Louisiana,

Lafayette

2010 Co-Editor with Dr. Margarita Bianco, Mosaic- The Special Populations Network
Newsletter, National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC).Washington, D.C.

2010 Columnist, Teaching for High Potential. Focus on Special Populations. NAGC

2010 Member, QEP Diversity Task Force, University of Louisiana-Lafayette

2010 Member, Proposal Review Committee Special Populations Network, for 2010 NAGC
Convention

2010-present Member, Generalist Faculty Search Committee- University of Louisiana, Lafayette

2009-present  Diversity Advisory Committee, University of Louisiana, Lafayette

2008-9 Chair, Quality Enhancement Plan Committee. Virginia Union University, Richmond,
VA

2007-present  Chair, Diversity and Equity Committee National Association for Gifted Children
(appointed to a second two-year term in Fall 2009)

Since 2006 Associate Director, International Gifted Education Teacher Development Network

(IGET). Advise and provide professional development on: Identification, Curriculum &



Instruction for High Ability Learners from marginalized communities. South Africa &
Trinidad-Tobago

AWARDS, RECOGNITION

2010 Phi Beta Delta: Honor Society for International Scholars, Alpha Beta Chapter:
University of Louisiana, Lafayette.

2009 Honored by The Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club of West Point and
Vicinity (Virginia) during Women’s History Week for contributions to community.

2008 Nominated for Doctoral Student Award, National Association for Gifted Children by
Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Past President of NAGC

2008 Biltmore Who’s Who Registry of Executives and Professionals

2002 Inducted into the Kappa Delta Pi International Honor Society in Education, Alpha Xi

Chapter: The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA.

1999 Lifetime Membership Award- VA Association for the Gifted

1992 Master’s Degree level ‘Award of Excellence’ Awarded by the School of Education to
exemplary Masters degree level students annually. The College of William & Mary.

Publications

Davis, J.L. (2011, in press). Black parents exercising their options: Educating their own children. Gifted
Homeschoolers Forum Newsletter.

*Davis, J.L., Castellano, J., Briggs, C., Bianco, M.N., Henfield, M. & Baldwin, A. (2011, in progress).
Position Paper: Identifying and Serving Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Gifted Learners.
National Association for Gifted Children. Washington,D.C.

*Davis, J.L. (2010). Bright, Talented & Black: A guide for families of African American gifted learners.
Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press. {Release Date: December 1}

Davis, J.L. (2010). Interview with Alexinia Baldwin: Champion for Special Populations. Mosaic: Special
Populations Newsletter. National Association for Gifted Children. Washington, D.C.

*Davis, J.L. (2010). From the inside out: Using cultural strengths to nurture African American gifted
learners: Tips for Teachers & Parents. Gifted Education Communicator, 41(2), 29-32.

Davis, J.L. (2010). Response to the NAGC Standards- Emphasis on Special Populations. Teaching for
High Potential. National Association for Gifted Children. Washington, D.C.

*Davis, J.L. (in progress). 'Identifying and Nurturing High Potential in Students from Marginalized communities:
Changing the Paradigm' . In F. Otulaja,( Ed.) Pedagogy of the Marginalized: Overcoming Educational
Limitations and Barriers in Southern Africa.



*Davis, J.L. (2008). Exalting our children: The role of family in the achievement of African American
low income gifted learners. In T. Stambaugh & B. McFarlane, (Eds.), Leading Change in Gifted
Education: The Festschrift of Dr. Joyce VanTassel Baska (pp. 161-168). Austin, TX: Prufrock
Press.

*Scott, J.M., Davis, J.L., & Osman, R. (2008). Bringing Best Practices in Gifted Education for Culturally
Diverse learners to developing countries: Beginning with South Africa. The International Journal
of Learning, 15(12), 105-109.

Davis, J.L. (2007). Navigator: Novel Study Guide for Advanced Readers: Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher
Paul Curtis. The College of William and Mary, Center for Gifted Education and Kendall/Hunt
Publishing.

Davis, J.L. (2007). An exploration of family influence on the success of African American gifted learners
from low-income environments. Unpublished dissertation. The College of William & Mary in
Virginia.

*Peer reviewed publications, book chapters or books.

(as Joy L. Baytops- former name)

*Baytops, J.L. (2004). Identifying culturally diverse and low income gifted students: Identification protocols with
promise. Gifted Education Press Quarterly, 18(1), 3-5.

Baytops, J.L. (2003). Affecting eternity: Improving Teacher Quality-NASA’s Pre-Service Teacher Institute
Programs. Eisenhower National Clearinghouse Focus. Washington, D.C.

*Day-Vine, N. L., Patton, J. M., & Baytops, J. L. (2003). African American adolescents: The impact of race and
middle class status on the counseling process. Professional School Counseling, 7(1), 40-51.

*Baytops, J.L. (2003). A book review: ‘my teeming brain: Understanding creative writers’ by Jane Piirto. Gifted
and Talented International, 18(1), 55-57.

Baytops, J.L. (2002). Navigator: Novel Study Guide for Advanced Readers: Talk about Family by Eloise
Greenfield. The College of William and Mary, Center for Gifted Education. New York: Kendall/Hunt.

*Vernon, L. J., Baytops, J. L., McMahon, P.J., Padden, D.H., & Walther-Thomas, C. (2003). The Reality of
Increased Graduation Requirements: A Nationwide View of Diploma Options. NASSP Bulletin, 87, 635, 2-
14,

Baytops, J.L. (1998) Shared understandings: increasing the involvement of African American communities in the
education of their gifted children. NAGC Parent-Community News, 2 (1), 4-5. NAGC. Washington, D.C.

*Ford, D.Y., Baytops, J.L., & Harmon, D. (1997). Helping gifted minority students reach their potential:
recommendations for change. Peabody Journal of Education. 72 (3&4), 201-216.

*Baytops, J.L & Reed, D. (1997). Making connections: developing strategies to teach African American gifted
learners effectively. Multiple Voices, 2 (1), 38-42. Council for Exceptional Children, Reston, VA.

*Patton, J.M., and Baytops, J.L. (1995). Identifying and transforming the potential of young gifted African
Americans: a clarion call for action. In B. Ford, J.M Patton, and F. Obiakor (Eds.). Effective Education of
African-American Exceptional Learners: New Perspectives (pp. 27-67). Austin, TX: Pro-Ed.



*Baytops, J.L. (1994). At-risk African-American gifted learners: enhancing their education. In J. Stanfield (Ed.),
Research in Social Policy, Volume I, (pp. 1-32). Greenwich, CT: JAI Press.

*Baytops, J.L.,& Patton, J.M. (1994). Identifying and serving culturally diverse gifted learners. CEC Today, 4, (3)
14-15. Council for Exceptional Children. Reston, VA.

Baytops, J.L. (1992). Solving the crisis in our schools. Paper presented at The Carnegie Council Annual Forum for
Ethics and International Affairs, New York, NY.

*Peer reviewed publications, book chapters or books

Recent & upcoming presentations/invitations
April 2011 CEC/TAG Convention Baltimore, MD
1-Gifted Education Standards Symposium
Professional Development & the Home-School Connection
2-Rtl and Secondary Instruction for Diverse Students- Round Table (co-presenter w/
Drs. Boswell & Roberts)
Mar 2011 Opening Access & Retention of Diverse Students for Gifted Education Programs
Milwaukee Public Schools, W1
The Immeasureable value of Family Involvement- Parent/Family Session
Mar 2011 Opening Access & Retention of Diverse Students for Gifted Education Programs.
Bloomington Public Schools, MN.
The Immeasureable value of Family Involvement- Parent/Family Session

Nov 2010 Critical Conversations in Gifted Education, Invited Co-Presenter with national experts
on diversity issues in Gifted Education. National Association for Gifted Children
Annual Convention, Atlanta GA

NAGC Convention ‘Signature Series’ 2010: Javits-Frasier Scholars Panel moderator

NAGC Convention 2010 Exercising their Options: Black Homeschooling Families
Nurturing their Gifted Children

Oct 2010 Gear Up Parent Workshop, Lafayette Parish School System. Focus On Achievement
Motivation. Vermillion Conference Center, Lafayette, LA.

July 2010 Workshop Co-Presenter with Dr. Mary Ruth Coleman at Milwaukee Public Schools,
Milwaukee, WI. Project UStars-PLUS Leadership Cadre Training, Using Science and
Literacy to Identify and Nurture high potential in culturally diverse learners. July 29,
2010.

April 2010 Milwaukee Public Schools, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Professional Development &
Community Development- Gifted/Talented Program Development for African
American learners



April 2010

Feb 2010

January 2010

July 2009

October 2008

July 2008

June 2008

June 2008

Invited Keynote presenter: ‘High Potential Youth in Marginalised
Communities’Seminar. University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa:

National Association for African American Studies annual conference, Baton Rouge, LA.
Co-Presenter with Dr. Christine Briggs, University of Louisiana, Lafayette :
Underrepresentation of Culturally & Linguistically Gifted Students in Gifted Programs
Nationwide: Issues & Solutions.

Louisiana Council for Exceptional Children, Super Conference. Lafayette, LA ‘Bringing
out the Best in all Culturally Diverse Learners’.

‘Advocating for your gifted child in Times of Uncertainty’ Summer Enrichment
Program. Parent Seminars. The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA.

‘Bringing out the Best in Culturally Diverse Gifted Learners’. Full Day Workshop
(Grades K-12 teachers). Presented at the Norfolk City School’s Professional
Development Day. Norfolk, VA.

‘Parenting for Success: Strategies for nurturing your gifted learner’s intellectual and
social emotional development’. Summer Enrichment Program Parent Seminar. The
College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA.

Professional Summer Institute, The College of William & Mary. Two and one-half day
session: “Programs and Curriculum for Promising Low Income learners’. June 23-25"

The University of the Southern Caribbean, Trinidad & Tobago: Gifted Education
Seminar, June 2-6, Co-presenter with Dr. Joyce M. Scott

Invited Manuscript Review Work

e Urban Education Fall 2009 - present

e Journal of Advanced Academics Spring 2010

Previous Work Experience

August 2008- May 2009

Director, Center for the Advancement of Academic Excellence, Virginia Union University,
Richmond VA. Center provides academic support and enrichment services enabling the
successful transition of freshman and sophomore students into upper class status and
matriculation. Coordinated workshops and tutorial services.

March-August 2008
Consultant- the Center for Gifted Education. | provided professional development
workshops for Summer Enrichment Program (SEP) teachers and those attending the Summer
Curriculum Conference. Other duties included presenting a Parent Workshops for the
Summer Enrichment Program (SEP), serving as an evaluator/observer of teachers, and
assisting with the development of the SEP classroom observation analysis.

2004-2008



Director, Dept of Academic Advancement and Enrichment, Hampton City Schools.
Lead administrator responsible for implementing local plan for the gifted, grades k-12 and
the division’s International Baccalaureate Program. Direct supervisor for ten staff members
and one administrative assistant. Designed and implemented a special initiative with Title |
schools resulting in an increase of referrals and identified gifted students from low income
and culturally diverse backgrounds. I also taught four graduate level courses in gifted
education to classroom teachers and administrators through a partnership with Shenandoah
University (courses listed on page 1).

2003-2004
Specialist, Higher Education & Community Colleges, Teacher Quality Enhancement
Grant Project, Division of Teacher Education and Licensure- Virginia Department of
Education, Richmond VA. Technical support and liaison to higher education and
community colleges to enhance teacher quality in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Hosted
quarterly advisory committee meetings and developed teacher recruitment materials working
with State Department of Education, State Council for Higher Education in Virginia, and
State Community College System.

Fall 2002-03
Graduate Assistant to Dr. James M. Patton, Professor of Special
Education, and Graduate Assistant to Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Jody
and Layton Smith Professor of Education, Executive Director, Center for
Gifted Education. Worked primarily with Language Arts Research
Grant. The College of William and Mary, School of Education

2001-2002
The College of William & Mary (part-time position while in Graduate school fulltime)
Coordinator, Collaborating Master Educators Project, Special Education Personnel
Preparation grant (tasks: recruitment, program development, training of general educators
transitioning to special education inclusive practices)

1998-2001

Executive Director/Principal - Appomattox Regional Governor’s School for the Arts &
Technology, Served as founding of school primary program developer, lead administrator,
program of studies developer, assisted with fund raising, and managed re-opening of historically
renovated building with special equipment and resources to meet the needs of artistically and
technologically gifted secondary students; school is located in Petersburg, VA.

1993-1998

Virginia State Department of Education-Specialist, Programs for the Gifted, K-12. Provided
technical assistance to all school divisions in meeting the state regulations governing programs
for gifted students. Served as Department of Education liaison to State Advisory Committee for
the Gifted.

1990-1993



The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA - Coordinator, Project Mandala. A
Javits Grant Project-research and demonstration model for serving at-risk gifted, ages 4-14;
developed program model for Saturday and Summer academic program, coordinated

research, co-developer of family involvement model; coordinated communication with
fourteen Tidewater, Central Virginia and Northern Neck school divisions. Planned and hosted
annual conferences focused on Educating At-Risk Gifted Learners.

1987-1990 Lancaster County Public Schools, Lancaster, VA. Gifted Program Coordinator, K-12
1988-1989 Northern Neck Summer Governor’s School for Art. Program Developer & Director

1975-1987 King and Queen County Public Schools, King and Queen Court House, Virginia.
Gifted Program Coordinator (1985-87) and Elementary Art Teacher (1975-85)

Professional Affiliations, Memberships

National Association for Gifted Children, Chair, Diversity & Equity Committee 2007-Present
And NAGC Special Populations Network

National Association for African American Studies and Affiliates 2000-present

Virginia Association for the Education of the Gifted, Lifetime Member

Southeastern Virginia Council of Gifted Education Administrators, President 2006-08

Professional Consultant, Conference presentations, and Other Committee Experiences

June 2004- 2006 Member, Advisory Board, Project U-Stars. University of North Carolina,
(Chapel Hill). Grant funded project designed to develop identification protocol,
science & literacy curriculum and parent involvement materials to enhance
identification and service delivery for culturally and economically diverse
students.

Feb 2003 Differentiating for the Gifted in heterogeneously grouped classrooms.
Workshop for elementary and middle school teachers in Petersburg Public
Schools, Petersburg, VA

Oct 2002 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Cultural Competence, presented
Region 1 and Region 8 Instructional Support Teams and VCU T-TAC
staff. Virginia Department of Education, Richmond VA. Co-presenter
with Drs. James M. Patton and Norma Day-Vines, Co-Principal
Investigators of Culturally Competency Training Project Grant Funded
by the Virginia Department of Education, Richmond, VA.

Oct 2002 ‘Stirring up the Gifts: Recognizing, Respecting and Nurturing the
Gifts and Talents of Culturally Diverse learners’ \Workshop for
Teachers, Staff and Administrators of Richmond Community High
School, Richmond, VA



Sept 2002

Sept 2002

July-Sept 2002

May 2002

April-May 2002

March 2002

Fall 2001

August 2001

August 2001

Aug & Oct 2001

July 2001, 2002

December 2000

March 1999

Sept-June 97/98

August 1997

‘Enhancing Instruction for Culturally Diverse Gifted Learners: Stirring up the
Gifts’, Workshop for Teachers, Parents, and Administrators. Hampton City
Schools, Hampton, VA

Differentiating Curriculum: Serving the diverse needs of students in
heterogeneously grouped classrooms. Workshops for k-12 Teachers.
Middlesex County, VA.

Curriculum Developer, Greensville SC- Revised and developed curriculum
units for Elementary Gifted Program. Aligned with SC Standards of Learning
and SC standards for Gifted and Talented Education.

Special Presenter/Instructor in ‘ED 590 Collaboration’ course
session presented: Cultural Competency for educators (pre-service and
in-service)

Program Evaluation Team — Greensville SC RE: Gifted Education
Program Services (working w/ the Center for Gifted Education, The
College of William and Mary)

Workshop for Parents and Students at the
Commonwealth Governor’s School, Spotsylvania October 2001

Cultural Competency Training team - The College of William and Mary.
Project funded by the Commonwealth of VA. Assisted in development of the
curriculum and to provided ‘pilot’ training for K-12 and Pre-Service
(undergraduate & graduate) educators.

Evaluation team member National Evaluation of Special Education teachers
and administrators re: Certification, Training, Parent Advocacy, and
Collaboration Washington, DC (working with the McLaughlin Evaluation
Consultant group).

Staff Development for Commonwealth Governor’s School, Va. Topic:
‘Enhancing Instruction for Culturally Diverse Gifted Learners’

Staff Development for Tilman Elementary School,
Bradenton, Florida Topic: Workshop title: Developing Higher
Level Thinking Skills in Culturally Diverse Students

Program consultant and Leadership skills instructor for Jacob’s
Ladder, a program for at-risk middle school level gifted students.
Chatham Hall, Chatham VA.

Presented workshop for Fairfax County Schools Advisory committee topic:
Identifying minority gifted students

Conducted an audit of Gifted Education program services for Spotsylvania
County Public Schools (VA)

Served as an advisor to Amherst County (VA) Public Schools Equity Task
Force in the development of a plan to enhance achievement of minority students

Conducted Staff Development/Training Atlanta Public Schools (GA) Topic:
Accentuating the Strengths of Culturally Diverse Students: Designing
Appropriate Instruction



July 1997-present

May 1997-present

February 1995

Spring 1994

June 1993, 94

1991-1992

1989

1980-90

Appointed to the Advocacy and Governmental Relations Committee of the
Council for Exceptional Children (National organization of educators, parents,
and other professionals interested in special needs students

Board of Directors of Jacob’s Ladder a non-profit organization sponsoring an
educational program for at-risk gifted students. Jacob’s Ladder was awarded the
1996 Governor’s Award of Excellence for Private-Public Partnerships in
Education (by Gov George Allen)

Conducted workshops at St. Stephens and St. Agnes Independent Schools,
Alexandria, VA. Topic: Supporting highly able learners: how parents and
communities can help

Consultant to the Maryland Coalition for Gifted and Talented Education in
the development of a state policy

Conducted Staff Development/Training Sessions for Richmond Community
High School, Richmond, VA. Development of Program Evaluation/Review
Process. Participants: Teachers, Principal, Counselors, Support Staff, Founder

Consultant to Fairfax and Alexandria Public schools re: Identification
practices; Program development for minority students; and Parent/Community
Involvement

Invited participant in The Richardson Study - A multi-state policy
conference at the College of William and Mary. Issue: Implications of
policies re: the needs of gifted learners

Served on State Department of Education state evaluation and interim
review teams for rural Southeastern Virginia

Other CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

July 2005

March 2003

September 1999

March 1998

March 1998

November 1997

Invited presenter: Social Emotional Needs of the Gifted National Conference:
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Session title: “Empowering Culturally Diverse
Students: The role of parents and families. ”

The College of William and Mary Eighth Annual National Curriculum
Network Conference. Topic: ‘Stirring up the Gifis: Recognizing, Respecting,
and Nurturing the Gifts and Talents of Culturally Diverse learners’.

Critical Thinking Skills Conference, Norfolk State University, keynote
presenter.

The College of William and Mary Third Annual National Curriculum
Network Conference Topic: Making Connections: Designing appropriate
curriculum for culturally diverse gifted learners.

Virginia Educational Research Association Annual Conference Topic:
Strategies for Helping Gifted Minority Students Reach their Potential.

National Association for Gifted Children Annual Conference Little Rock,
AR. Topics: Developing and Reviewing a State plan of Gifted Program Services
and Transforming the Potential of African American Gifted Students.
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March 1977

January 1997

July 1995

March 1995

November 1994

April 1994

June 1993

April 1993

April 1992

Second Annual National Curriculum Network Conference, The College of
William and Mary Topic: Recognizing and transforming giftedness in culturally
diverse youth.

Council for Exceptional Children/DDEL Annual Symposium. New Orleans,
LA Topic: Gifted Black Student Achievement and Underachievement; The Role
of Family Values and Toward Resolution: Identifying and Serving African
American Gifted Students.

Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted National Conference. Richmond,
VA Sponsored by the Ellis Human Development Institute of Wright State
University, Dayton, Ohio. Topic: Culturally diverse gifted learners: How
parents and communities can help.

Hampton City Schools Staff Development Series. Topic: Special Populations
of Gifted Learners: A holistic approach to developing their potential.

NAGC 41* Annual Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah Topic: Responding to the
Cognitive and Social-Emotional Strengths and needs of African-American Gifted
Learners in the Regular Classroom-A holistic Approach.

Wright State University, Project ABC conference Dayton, Ohio Topic: Serving
the needs of gifted learners of special populations — African American, Hispanic
and Appalachian.

Summer Institute/Exemplary Science Curriculum for High Ability
Learners, The College of William and Mary Topic: Science Instruction for
Gifted Special Populations.

CEC Annual Conference San Antonio, TX. Topic: Special issues re: the
Education of African American Students: Effective Strategies for Parent
Participation in Education Programs for Gifted Students.

Invited Panelist — Carnegie Council for Ethics and International Relations.
New York, New York. Topic: Solving the Crisis in our Schools.

References available upon request
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